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For the PHILANTHROPIST. 


A CIVIC ESSAY. 






O quifquis volet impias 
Czedes, aut rabiem tollere civicam, 
Si quzeret pater urbium 
 Subferibi ftatuis ; imdomitam audeat 
Refreenare licentiam, 
Clarus poft genitis: quatenus (heu nefas !) 
Virtutem incolumem odimus, 
Sublatam exoculis querimus invidi. 
Quid triftes querimoniz, 
Si non fupplicio culpa recinditur? 
Quid leges fine moribus 
Vane proficiunt? 


Britannia! give the civic crown 
The nitch of glory, give 

‘To him that fmooths grim war. his frown ; 

And bids your people live. 
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Why, O why, does virtue go ~ 

From loves and friends, as virtue’s foe: 
For virtues gone why fickle grieve, 

If living virtues hated live: 

Or why of wicked men complain, 

If fuch unpunith’d can remain. 

What ufe your laws, your boafted rights, 
If them a knave fecurely flights, _ 


——— 


Lire is full of trouble and deceit; for in-our very make 
there is a malignity of thinking, that tuyns to cruelty of acting: 
Ambition ever actuates the mind, and hence, in the general 
aim-to eminence, envy ftimulates more than emulation urges. 
The man who rifes to honeft glory has thoufands to rejoice in 
his fall, and tear his laurels. Ariftides, who lives for ever a 
fhining example of all that is good and great and juft, had not 
been banifhed Athens but for this invidious nature, that irre- 
tates the paffions, and fours the affections of our kind. The 
clown not able to write down his vote, who unwittingly gave 
the tyle to Ariftides himfelf to mark his own profcription, had 
no other caufe than this. This is the caufe that virtue is ex- 
ploded, and genius left to perifh in the walks of men; ‘and that 
they are applauded and Joved when they go away where the 
wicked cannot trouble, and the weary reft, This is the caufe 
that patriots are facrificed by the citizens they defend; that 
abufe mofily attends fortitude and virtue while they live; and 
that they muft look to pofterity and futurity for their juftice and 
merits. And, belides this malignant temper, the bad influence 
of power raifes and feduces numbers againft the faviours and 
promoters of fociety. But to benefit mankind was the firft, if 


not the on!y, reward of the heroes and worthies of the world; 


and the foul alive to this glowing fenfation defpifes (and even 
rejoices in) perfecution, Bleffed are you when men fhall reviles 
and perfecute you, faid he that breathed out love apd charity to 
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his murderers. with his lateft gafp. To multiply examples is 
necdlefs; it is well known that fome even in this ifland wha, 
went to the fcaffold or faggot, among crouds of {corners and 
abufers, are now lamented and cherifhed in memory. It ia 
known that much of the Jiberty we have, was. bequeathed to 
us by fuch; and ftill if any, in this feafon, dare to imitate 
glorious patterns, he is difgraced, imprifoned, and perhaps 
lofes his country, or even his life. This muft be always in 
fome degree the cafe; for it is hard to diftinguifh real colors 
in a troubled atmofphere, where illufive fhades cheat and con- 
found the vifion; but when the clouds of intereft, and preju- 
dice break away, purity and integrity are fure to charm in 
happy light. It is indeed a melancholy idea to him that pants for 
his country, or human community at large, to know that he mutt 
be perfecuted by them he ferves; and I am fain to think that 
thus a furfeit of unworthy pain, difcourages many from pro- 
ceeding in the glorious courfe. But, the wife and great ever 
make their minds to the circumftances of a bad life; and a 
good con{cience gives vigor equal and fuperior to the difadvan- 
tages and obftacles of time and,chance. It is a remark of the 
Roman orator, that no wife one would undergo the vexations 
and evils this our fhort career is expofed to, were he not ele- 
vated in the hopes and joys of immortality: Many oppofite 
cafes muft feize every thinking mind from the occurrences of 
experienee and hiftory: I will put one. Mr. Locke, in his 
effays en the underftanding, and on government, has, I take 
it, faid more again(t the divine power of kings and priefts, 
and for the rightful confent and reafon of the people, than any 
democrat of them all. His buft has a nitch i in the gallery, and 
his treatifes are taught by a public profeffor, in the hall of 
feience: but were this friend to fociety referved to our time, I 
do think, his productions had got to him, perhaps, the ditho- 
nor of being burned in effigy like Mr. Pain; and had made 
him as odious to the ruling powers, as the reverend Mr. Palmer 
and Mr. Muir and others, who were tranfported. from their 
friends, and their homes, for recommending his theory, that 

they 
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they ftudied in the colleges of Scotland, for the practice of 


their country. 

If we examine the features of Britain we will perceive that 
fhe gives as various a face, and as fpecious a polity as any na- 
tion on the globe. Before the Roman invafion, the cafe to us is 
barbarous gloom ; and little did the polite invaders import to the 
natives of their goodnefs : but then the fortune of Rome at the 
’ top was ftationary, and ready to fink ; and her civility was only 
a mafk for hereruelty. “Fhe Saxon conqueft was by far the hap- 
picft, this valiant and excellent race gave their own laws, and 
rights ; and frorm them the country derives the fpirit of property 
and liberty, that is fince afloat: though the ftorms of invafion 
often drowned it for a while; and theugh the poifons of fo- 
reign fcepters rankle inher frame to this day. By the frequent 
incurfions of foreigners, an eccentric love feems to fteal away 
her patriotic affections to the fhadowy wing of alien power at 
all times: yet if we try the characters of our Kings, there is lit- 
tle in their lives to admire. Few were the good ones ; and 
Alfred flands alone : Alfred was the father of his people; and, 
though the day of his time was dark and rough, he had the hu- 
manity of the citizen, the bravery of the foldier, the honefty of 
the patriot, and the fagacity of the philofopher. Whether in 
future the condition of man be monarchic or republican, the 
living pi€ture of Alfred will not yield in grace or colour to that 
of Brutus. ‘It is, I take it, no way ftrange, that the caufe of 
monarchs lofes by the diffufion of experience and reafon: their 

flrides go in gencral to plunder and murder: the chronicles of 
their lives are records of inhuman luft und bloody dominion. 

Our wars were moftly continental, and it is notorious that. 

the effect of fuch is ever and anon national beggary and butchery, 
Confider all the viGtorics, the glorics of Marlborough ; they 
are only names, théugh their expences were the death and 
chains of millfoiis. In all the expeditions of governors, a peo- 
ple martial'and commercial are amufed with ideal advantages 
and honours, and ruined with real loffes and difgrace: At the 
"clofe of Gvery war, whether’ victorious or otherwife, ‘they fit 
¥ down 
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down, thinned and impoverifhed, to their bufinefs, and thete 
trades ; and, when again recruited in wealth and numbers, the 
policy of their governors involves them in another warfare to 
draw-away their money in the channels of taxation, and to 
break their fpirits from redreffing their precarious fituation. 
Such has been the noble conduct of their rulers, who thus prove 
their murderers. 

After experiencing the repeated tortures of invaders, they 
learned by neceflity, and the craft of their conquerors, to 
build a navy: a navy is our beft and, indeed, only fecurity and 

_victory. All other martial meafures went to depopulate the 
country ; and to wring the lingering heart of poverty. Thus, 
did not Britain provoke a revolution, fhe were the fafeft in the 
world: The arms‘of Neptune about her, fhew her to be the 
favourite of the Creator ; and the gifts of the earth poured inate 
her cap make her the mart of Commerce. 


This other Eden, demy paradife, 

This fortrefs built by nature for herfelf, 

Againtt infection, and the hand of war ; 

This happy breed of men, this little world, 

This precious ftone, fet in the filver fea, 

Which ferves it in the office of a wall, 

Or as a moat defenfive to a houfe 

Againft the envy of lefs happier lands, 

This bleffed plat, this earth, this realm, this England. 


* * *£ *©§ &* * &© © & © HF He OK OF 
England bound in with the triumphant fea, 
Whofe rocky fhore beats back the envious fiege 
Of wat’ry Neptune, is now bound in with fhame, 
With inky blots, and rotten parchment bonds. 
That England, that was wont to conquer others 
Hath made a fhameful conqucft of itfelf! 
SHAKESPEARE, 


This her natural fituation, and commercial acquifition, are 
cher property and liberty, the bleffings of nature and induftry ;—- : 
iil “" pleffings 
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bleffings badly preached up to be the effects of government, 
that ever and anon leads her into fatal mifchief at home and 
abroad. Governors weaken the people to tame them to pur. 
pofss of ariftocracy : but this Corinthian capital of polifbed focies 
ty is now almoft an.o/d attic flory; and, IL take it, the /ublime 
and beautiful polifber of antiquated orders, only expofed the 
inhuman architecture of ftate: he provoked the degraded mul- 
titude to inveftigate and leave this lofty and heavy fuperftruc- 
ture built upon themfelves. Whence as they fpurn the load, it 
finks to the common level, like the grand arches of Corinth 
and Athens, that long ago fubfided to the’ earth on which they 
ftood. : 

War is the very life and foul of ari‘tocracy ; and hence, when 
once the people will refufe to fight for nobles, the orders will 
go, and the fparkling coronets, and fhining ftars die away, 
Whether it be confiftent with.our condition that war entirely 
ceafe, I fear, is nota queftion, yet after all i am ‘certain and 
happy in the idca, that the equal and impartial with of benevo- 
lence begins to feize the affections of men. However our wars 
of late run to extremes, that promife to counteraét their pur- 
pofes and endsy our war with America was the moft detrimental 
to ariftocracy, and ufeful to foriety that ever was. From Ame- 
rica Frenchmen inhaled a fpirit deftru€tive to defpotifm: from 
America the people of the earth, the flaves of the Eaft and 
Weft, will catch in time the breath of humanity and life: from 
America the genius of freedom opens her gates in Europe, 
whence fhe was banifhed by feligious and political tyranny. 
She will I take it, travel thence to Afia by the way of Conftan- 
tinople, Suez, and the red fea; and thus the caravan of reafon 
will, it is hoped, make the human race, white and dlack, @ 
great civil and focial community. That an Ifland of Europe 
fhould lord itover a vaft continent, anew world muft hold the 
then ruling powers of England to the ridicule of after times. 

When colonifts of various circumftances joined hearts and » 
hands, broke the afperities of woods and wilds ; tamed the fae 
vage and his foreft to the ufes of life; and thus fmoothed the 
rougheft face of fortune into fmiles; they were afked, thep 


were 





a 
were commanded to devote to luxury beyond the Atlantic the 
the produce of their fettlements, and the good of their acquire- 
ments. Their ftand againft oppreflion, or rather invafion, was 
then denounced rebellion in the language of ftate: but any at- 
tempt towards the moft common, the moft natural right, is pro- 
nounced infidelity from the loud trumpets, and grand pulpits of 
kings. Our difgraces and diftrefles in the American expedi- 
tion ought to be a leffon the beft to rulers and minifters: bro- 
ken we left the fruitlefs ftruggle to enflave that quarter of the 
globe ; and the miniftry were put out in difgrace. Hitherto 
the cheating mirrors of policy fhew the exifting minifter the 
provident caufe: of all the gifts of nature and fortune; while 
peace alone fills the vafes, and war drains the fources of induf- 
try dry. Thus in the feafon of peace, the funthine of aequifi- 
tion, things. flourithed along with the prefent minifter, to 
whom the odium of the other, the charaéter of his father, and 
his own undebauched manners, made general credit. Like a 
youth prepared for the counting-houfe he was exercifed in the 
arithmetic of ftate; and, after appointment, fhewed him 
prompt at addition of taxes: But in managing the prefent croi- 
fade, he expofed his improvidence and wretched ignorance of 
the ftate of Europe; whereby he brought the government of 
England to diftruft abroad and hatred at home. What ufe his 
private abftinence and apathy, if he reduced the nation to an 
horrid dilemma by public incontinence and perfidy? He.put a 
wall about him that feperates, to all intents and purpofes, the 
people and parliament: Whence it comes that until the people 
can fay to a bad coalition with one determined voice—We 
will a reprefentation'—they muft fuffer abufe with impunity 
In trying to farce back France to her old way, and hindering 
her to conftitute her own polity, he gave her occafion of en- 
larging her dominion to the bounds of antient Gaul: he beck- 
oned her againit England; and urged her to make the kingdoms 
of Europe her provinces. Inftead of joining the interefts of the 
allies, he fplit them into pieces; fo that now his folitary hope 
is the embroiling of France, and dividing and turning her fpr- 
midable magnitude into parts againtt herfelf. 
(To be concluded in our next.) 
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To the Epitor of the Patarurorist. 
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CITIZEN EDITOR, 
By inferting the following Fable in your much efteemed 
PHILANTHROPIST, you will much oblige your's, &c. 


Aug. 1, 1795+ MARKYN, 
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THE ASS OVERLADDEN. 


A FABL-E. 


A LOADEN bafket long an Afs had bore 

To market, which had often gaul’d him fore ; 

But yet his mafter, mindlefs of his cafe, 

Would make him go, as running for a race ;__ 

And, what ftill aggravated his hard fate, 

His mafter in the panniers put more weight ; 

Each day he found his weight more heavy grown, 

Which yet he bore, but not without a groan: 

The load at length increas’d beyond his bearing, 
“Which made the Afs, his mafier’s anger fearing, 

Fall on his knecs, and to him humbly {peak, 

«« This heavy weight, good Sir, my back will break ;” 

«« Bear it you muft,” the cruel man reply’d ; 

The Afs, attempting it—fell down and dy’d, 


“MORAL. 


With taxes thus, let not the great, 
Beyond its bearing, load the ftate ; 

For when the weight’s too great to bear, 
The nation like the Afs will fare. 
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